Guidelines to Winterize Irrigation Systems

The guidelines below provide options for winterizing the irrigation system without damaging the backflow
device and possibly contaminating the public water supply.

Avoid blowing air through the backflow device which may damage the device.
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For combination residential/irrigation meters: Meter box

1. Close the line stop valve to the irrigation
system.

3. Backflow Device. Ports on device are for testing ONLY.
This device protects the home from contamination
originating in the irrigation system
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4. Service port

2. Open the drain plug to drain the line
between the meter and the backflow device.

3. Itis preferable to remove the backflow from
the line. If the backflow device is left in
place, close the #1 and #2 shut off valve and
drain the device.

i i i 2. Drain plu .
4. A sekrf\lnce pohr.t should be installed belhlnd 'Fhe o :ttagch air compressor Attach air compressor here.
backflow. This port can be used to blow air Blow air towards irri

through the irrigation system (see diagram). in this location with backflow towards irrigation
device connected system ONLY.

Asideniial Meter box \

1. Irrigation Meter Box Ports on device are 2. Open the drain plug to drain the line .
for testing ONLY. between the meter and the backflow device.

1. Line stop
valve

For irrigation only meters:
1. Turn off the water at the meter box.

3. Backflow Device

3. Itis preferable to remove the backflow from
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ﬂﬁ E ° wralga on the line. If the backflow device is left in
place, drain the device.

Line stop
valve . 4. A service port should be installed behind the
2 Dram plug 4. Serwce port backflow. This port can be used to blow air
DO NOT attach air compressor Attach air compressor here. ' P

in this location Blow air towards through the irrigation system (see diagram).
with backflow device connected j rigation system ONLY.

Backflow preventers protect the public water supply.

* Valves are NOT permitted on drain plugs or service ports.

* On drain plugs, use threaded male ONLY.

* NO connections or modifications are permitted inside the meter box.

* All backflow prevention devices are mandated by Metro Water Services to be tested annually.

For more information, contact:
MWS Cross Connection Department
615-862-4872 | mwscrossconnection@nashville.gov





