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Metro Nashville Sidewalk Frequently Asked Questions 

BACKGROUND 

Why are sidewalks required? 

Nashville’s population and built environment has grown and continues to grow rapidly. Sidewalks are 
critical infrastructure, providing a wider variety of safe transportation options in a rapidly growing city. 
They benefit homeowners and neighborhoods by providing a safe and designated path for connecting to 
schools, parks, libraries, businesses, and transit.  

Sidewalk requirements are connected to the city’s land use and multimodal transportation plans. Each 
of these plans has underscored the importance of safe pedestrian facilities and their connection to 
improve transit systems and growth in identified centers.  

Substitute Ordinance No. BL 2019-1659, effective September 1, 2019, updated Metro Nashville’s 
Sidewalk Requirements in the Metro Zoning Code. 

REQUIREMENTS 

When are sidewalks required? 

Sidewalks are required based upon the land use, location within the county, extent of improvements, 
and condition or design of existing sidewalks. Each of these parameters impacts whether sidewalk 
construction is required and the ability to contribute in-lieu of constructing sidewalks.  

You must know if you are developing Multi-Family and Non-Residential uses or Single Family and Two-
Family uses to determine your sidewalk requirement. 

How can I determine if sidewalks are required on my property with development?  

Enter the address, parcel number, or current owner along with the development type in the Sidewalk 
Requirements Map. Attention builders developing two-family residential horizontal property regimes 
(HPRs): You must enter the parcel number of the common area to get an accurate result. You will not get 
an accurate result if you enter the address or parcel number of the individual unit(s). 

When are sidewalks required with Multi-Family and Non-Residential properties? 

Sidewalks are required for Multi-Family or Non-Residential properties in any of the following locations:  

1. Within the Urban Services District. 
2. Within a center designated in the General Plan. 
3. Within a quarter mile of a Center designated in the General Plan, unless the property is on the 

opposite side of a river or access controlled highway from a center. 
4. On a street in the Major and Collector Street Plan. 

And when any of the following criteria is met: 

http://maps.nashville.gov/SidewalkRequirements/
http://maps.nashville.gov/SidewalkRequirements/
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1. Redevelopment of existing structures occurs on a lot. 
2. New Development is on a vacant lot. 
3. Renovation Cost is equal to or greater than 50% of the current appraised value of all structures 

on the lot, or the value of multiple renovations during any five-year period equal to or greater 
than 75% of the current appraised value of all structures on the lot. 

4. Expansion Cost is equal to or greater than 25% of the current appraised value of all structures on 
the lot, or the value of multiple expansions during any five-year period equal to or greater than 
50% of the current appraised value of all structure on the lot. 

5. Expansion Square Footage is equal to or greater than 25% of the total square footage of all 
structures on the lot, or the total building square footage of multiple expansions during any five-
year period is equal to or greater than 50% of the total square footage of all the structures on 
the lot. 

When are sidewalks required for Single Family and Two-Family construction? 

Sidewalks are required for Single Family and Two-Family construction in any of the following locations: 

1. Within the Urban Zoning Overlay. 
2. Within a Center designated in the General Plan. 
3. Within a quarter mile of a Center designated in the General Plan, unless the property is on the 

opposite side of a river or access controlled highway from a center. 
4. On a street in the Major and Collector Street Plan in the Urban Services District. 

Are sidewalks required for Single Family and Two-Family renovations or expansions? 

No, sidewalks are not required when renovating or expanding existing Single Family and Two-Family 
uses on a lot. Additionally, a right-of-way dedication is no longer required when renovating or expanding 
these uses. 

What other requirements apply when I construct sidewalks? 

1. Construction of new sidewalks is required along the entire lot frontage unless the property 
abuts a sidewalk segment that Public Works has funded and scheduled for construction. 

2. Dimensions shall comply with the Major and Collector Street Plan and Public Works design 
standards. 

3. Obstructions are prohibited within the pedestrian travel way. 
4. Dedication of rights-of-way and easements are required with the construction of sidewalks.  

Who makes the final determination on whether or not a sidewalk is required? 

The Codes Department makes the final determination on sidewalk requirements in all building and 
renovation permit reviews.  

 

https://www.nashville.gov/Codes-Administration.aspx
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IN-LIEU CONTRIBUTION 

When do I have the option to contribute in-lieu of constructing sidewalks? 

Per the Code, the in-lieu contribution is not available in the following instances: 

1. When there is existing sidewalk in need of repair or replacement. 
2. When new sidewalks will extend a sidewalk on an abutting development as part of an existing 

Final Development Plan for a Specific Plan zoning district or issued permit within any other 
zoning district. 

3. Existing sidewalk present on the same block face. 
4. Multi-Family or Non-Residential Properties in the Urban Zoning Overlay. 
5. Multi-Family or Non-Residential Properties along a street in the Major and Collector Street Plan. 

An administrative sidewalk waiver or Board of Zoning Appeals sidewalk variance will be required to 
contribute in-lieu of constructing sidewalks in these instances.  

SIDEWALK DESIGN 

If a sidewalk is required, where do I find the design standard (grass strip and sidewalk widths)? 

Your required design is based on the functional class and location within the city. Enter the address in 
the Major and Collector Street Plan Map and click on the adjacent street segment. An information box 
will pop-up indicating the widths. If a street is not in the Major and Collector Street Plan or is shown in 
gray on the map, the Metro Local Street standard is a 4’ grass strip and a 5’ sidewalk. 

When can I build a design that deviates from the Major and Collector Street Plan or Public Works 
design standards? 

An administrative sidewalk waiver or Board of Zoning Appeals sidewalk variance will be required to 
allow for an alternative sidewalk design. 

PLANS AND RIGHT-OF-WAY 

What information must be on my construction plans for Public Works to review the sidewalk design? 

Download the Construction Plans for Sidewalk Design parameters worksheet for more information. 

How do I dedicate right-of-way when required for sidewalk construction or future sidewalk 
construction? 

Use one of the following instruments: 
1. Right of Way Dedication Agreement, No survey required. This instrument can be used for 

most properties, where the right-of-way dedication is consistent along the street frontage. 
2. Right of Way Dedication Agreement, Survey required. This instrument is for properties 

where the right-of-way dedication varies along the street frontage.  

https://maps.nashville.gov/MCSP/
https://www.nashville.gov/Portals/0/SiteContent/Planning/docs/trans/Sidewalks/Sidewalk-Construction-Plan-Design.pdf
https://www.nashville.gov/Portals/0/SiteContent/Planning/docs/trans/Sidewalks/Right-of-Way-Dedication-no-survey.pdf
https://www.nashville.gov/Portals/0/SiteContent/Planning/docs/trans/Sidewalks/Right-of-Way-Dedication-survey.pdf
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ADMINISTRATIVE WAIVERS 

When will administrative sidewalk waivers be considered?  

Waivers may be considered under the following circumstances: 

1. Hardships involving right-of-way and physical features (major utilities, significant drainage 
ditches, historic walls, steep topography, or similar hardships) of the property. 

2. Unique situations not typical of most developments. 
3. Affordable housing receiving public incentives from the Metropolitan Government with a letter 

from the Mayor’s Office or MDHA. 
4. Circumstances beyond the control of the property owner (natural disaster, fire, or accident) that 

require reconstruction of structures. 
5. Historic character within a Historic Zoning Overlay District. 
6. Existing greenway or a greenway is scheduled for construction providing similar connectivity. 
7. Corner lots in R and RS zoned districts may seek relief that prioritizes construction along streets 

with a higher functional classification when there is an unusually large amount of street frontage 
on one or both streets. 

How can I apply for an administrative sidewalk waiver? 

You can apply for a waiver request with the Zoning Examiners in the Metro Codes Department. 

How long will it take for a decision on a sidewalk waiver? 

Per the Code, there is a five-day waiting period for notification of the district Council Member when a 
waiver is filed. There is also a five-day waiting period for a Metro recommendation to be posted for 
review before the Metro Zoning Administrator can issue a decision. Additionally, staff from Codes, 
Planning, Public Works, Water, and possibly other departments will need time to review the request and 
discuss a technical resolution. You should anticipate anywhere from two weeks to one month for a 
decision to be issued by the Metro Zoning Administrator.  

How do I comment on a recommendation before a decision is issued by the Metro Zoning 
Administrator?  

Anyone who has concerns or comments about a recommendation can send an e-mail to 
SidewalkWaiverComments@nashville.gov.   

What if I am unsatisfied with a sidewalk waiver decision? 

A permittee can file for a sidewalk variance request with the Board of Zoning Appeals. Dissatisfied 
neighbors or other parties can file an Item A Appeal of the Zoning Administrator’s Decision with the 
Board of Zoning Appeals.  

mailto:SidewalkWaiverComments@nashville.gov

