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SUMMARY 
 

CORRECTIONAL POPULATION PROJECTIONS: 

 By 2024 there will be an estimated 2,050 average daily population in Davidson 
County correctional facilities. That is an annual decrease of 0.8% on average during 
the projection period, 2020-2024. The ADP was 2,644 in 2015 and declined an 
average 5.2% each year through 2019. Assuming current capacity levels, the 
correctional system will be operating at an estimated 59.3% capacity in 2024 (pages 
14, 17). 

 Male inmates are projected to decline an average 0.9% each year during 2020-
2024, to reach a projected daily population of 1,785. Female inmates are projected 
to decline 0.2% annually, to an average 265 per day (pages 15-16, 22-25).  

 By 2024 there will be an estimated 861 pretrial felons in the average daily jail 
population, an annual +1.1% growth. Pretrial misdemeanants will decline 0.7% per 
year to 87. Other charge classes with notable average daily populations in 2024:   
locally sentenced felons (456; -4.1% annually), state sentenced felons (164; +1.5%), 
convicted misdemeanants (228; -2.2%) (pages 17-21).  

 Male charge classes with the largest populations in 2024 are pretrial felons with an 
estimated ADP of 756 (+0.9% annually), and locally sentenced felons with an ADP 
of 410 (-4.0%).  Female pretrial felons will comprise 105 of the average daily 
population in 2024, +2.8% annual growth. Female convicted misdemeanants (47; 
+2.0% annually) and female locally sentenced felons (45; -4.0%) are the other large 
charge classes (pages 22-25).    
 

DAVIDSON COUNTY POPULATION: 

 Davidson County’s population grew an average 1.27% per year from 2010-2019. 
The population was estimated at 703,466 for 2019, and is projected to steadily grow 
1.1% per year through 2024, reaching 732,892 Davidson County residents (pages 4-
5, 26).  

 The portion of the population most at risk for arrest, ages 18-45, is expected to grow 
an average of 1.0% per year through 2024. The 15-17 portion of the population is 
expected to grow an average of 1.3% annually with males at an average of 1.2% 
and females at an average annual increase of 1.4% (pages 5, 26). 
 

REPORTED CRIME: 

 Reported crime in Davidson County increased 0.6% in 2019 compared to 2018.  
Violent crimes decreased 3.0%, while property crimes increased 1.6%. Overall, 
reported crime has been declining in Davidson County in the past 10 years (pages 6, 
27). 
 

ARRESTS: 

 In 2019 there were 24,860 adult physical arrests in Davidson County, a 21.9% 
decrease from 2018. The number of State Citations issued in 2019 decreased 
55.7% from 2018, to 12,448 (page 7). 
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ADMISSIONS AND RELEASES: 

 In 2019 admissions to Davidson County correctional facilities decreased 26.1% 
below 2018 levels. Admissions have decreased an average of 6.1% between 2010 
and 2019. The average length of stay in 2019 for inmates increased from 24.9 days 
in 2018 to 30.1 days in 2019 (page 11).  

 Releases from Davidson County correctional facilities decreased 22.6% in 2019.  
Bond releases decreased 20.9% and releases to the Pretrial Release program 
decreased 12.0% in 2019 (pages 11-12). 

 

AVERAGE DAILY CORRECTIONAL POPULATION: 

 The average daily correctional population was 2,132 in 2019 which was 6.0% less 
than in 2018 when the population averaged 2,267. The ADP has declined an 
average of 5.2% since 2010(pages 8-10). 

 Davidson County correctional facilities operated at 62% capacity in 2019, which was 
a decrease from 2018 when the capacity was 66%. It is important to note that in 
2019, the Offender Reentry Center (ORC) only held inmates January through April 
(page 8). 
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FIGURE 1 
OVERVIEW OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE PROCESS IN DAVIDSON COUNTY 
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TABLE 1 
DAVIDSON COUNTY DEMOGRAPHIC POPULATION 

2010 - 2019 
 

 

 
 

2010 627,973 303,957 324,016
2011 635,602 306,964 328,638
2012 649,326 313,384 335,942
2013 659,868 318,385 341,483
2014 670,314 323,291 347,023
2015 681,285 328,550 352,735
2016 688,901 332,104 356,797
2017 691,243 333,380 357,863
2018 697,479 336,490 360,989
2019 703,466 339,502 363,964

% Change 2010-2019 12.0% 11.7% 12.3%

% Change Average Annual 1.27% 1.24% 1.30%

Notes:

Source:  Woods & Poole Economics, Inc. Washington, D.C. Copyright 2019.  Woods & Poole Economics, Inc. 
makes no guarantee as to the accuracy of the historical data and projections.  The use of this data and the 
conclusions drawn from it are solely the responsibility of Criminal Justice Planning.

Year Total Males Females

Residential population is as of July 1 each year.  The historical population data for the years 2010 to 2017 
are from the U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census as reported by Woods & Poole.  The 
projected 2018 and 2019 population data is from Woods & Poole Economics, Inc., Washington, D.C.         
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FIGURE 2 

DAVIDSON COUNTY DEMOGRAPHIC PROJECTIONS:  TOTAL AND POPULATION A GES 18-45 AND AGES 15-17 
2010 – 2024 

 

Notes:

Residential population is as of July 1 each year.  The historical population data for the years 2010 to 2017 are from the U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census as reported by 
Woods & Poole. Projected population data, 2018-2024, is from Woods & Poole Economics, Inc., Washington, DC.          

Source :  Woods & Poole Economics, Inc. Washington, D.C. Copyright 2019.  Woods & Poole Economics, Inc. makes no guarantee as to the accuracy of the historical data and projections.  The use of 
this data and the conclusions drawn from it are solely the responsibility of Criminal Justice Planning.
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FIGURE 3 
PART I CRIMINAL OFFENSES REPORTED TO POLICE 

2010 - 2019 
 

 

Notes:
1)  Part I criminal offenses are homicide, rape, aggravated assault, robbery, burglary, larceny, and vehicle theft.  

Source:  Metropolitan Police Department of Nashville and Davidson County

2)  Part I Crimes Total and Property Crimes are aligned along the first Y axis, which ranges from 0 to 70,000, and Violent 
Crimes are aligned along the second Y axis, which ranges from 0 to 12,000.  Violent crime trends can be seen more easily 
this way.
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TABLE 2 
DAVIDSON COUNTY ADULT ARREST TRENDS 

2010 – 2019 
 

 

Year
Physical 
Arrests  

(a)

Percent 
Change

State 
Citations  

(b)

Percent  
Change

Sworn 
Officers  

(c)

Percent  
Change

2010 39,875 44,376 1,338
2011 40,188 0.8% 42,950 -3.2% 1,352 1.0%
2012 42,774 6.4% 45,453 5.8% 1,342 -0.7%
2013 40,100 -6.3% 46,288 1.8% 1,384 3.1%
2014 39,726 -0.9% 43,314 -6.4% 1,442 4.2%
2015 38,933 -2.0% 40,132 -7.3% 1,451 0.6%
2016 36,658 -5.8% 37,139 -7.5% 1,447 -0.3%
2017 35,217 -3.9% 34,109 -8.2% 1,432 -1.0%
2018 31,849 -9.6% 28,076 -17.7% 1,424 -0.6%
2019 24,860 -21.9% 12,448 -55.7% 1,401 -1.6%

Average 2010-2019 37,018 -4.8% 37,429 -10.9% 1,401 0.5%

Notes:

Source:   Metropolitan Police Department of Nashville and Davidson County

(a)  A physical arrest is a custodial arrest and represents an individual body and not the number of charges issued to a person.  
The numbers above are for adult arrestees only.  Data is current as of March 10, 2020.
(b)  State Citations are non-custodial arrests, and are only issued for misdemeanor offenses (Criminal Summons are included). 
Data is current as of March 10, 2020.

(c)  Sworn officers are all commissioned officers of the Metropolitan Police Department of Nashville and Davidson County with 
arrest powers, as of December 31, 2019.  
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TABLE 3 

OVERVIEW OF DAVIDSON COUNTY CORRECTIONAL FACILITIES 

2019 

 

Male Female Total

Hill Detention Center 535 258 NA 258 48% Medium Males Pretrial/Sentenced 
Misdemeanants

Correctional 
Development Center 

Males
768 675 NA 675 88% Medium Males

Pretrial/Sentenced Felons 
(Males), Pretrial Misdemeanants 

(Males)

 Maximum Correctional 
Center (MCC) 508 321 NA 321 63% Medium/ 

Maximum Males All Statuses

Offender Reentry Center 
(ORC) (b) 300 31 NA 31 10% Minimum/ 

Medium Males Convicted Misdemeanants/ 
Convicted Felons

Metro Detention Facility 
(MDF) 1,348 580 268 848 63% Medium Males and Females

Locally Sentenced Felons (Males 
and Females), State Sentenced 

Felons (Males)

Total (c) 3,459 1,864 268 2,132 62% NA NA NA

Notes: 

Security 
Level

Houses Males/ 
Females Detention Status 

(a)  All facilities are accredited by the American Correctional Association and are certified by the Tennessee Corrections Institute.  

(b)  The Offender Reentry Center housed inmates until 4/6/2019. 

(c)  Total capacity at the end of 2019 was 3,459. 

 Columns may not appear to add up due to rounding. 

Source:  Davidson County Sheriff’s Office

Facility
2019 

Capacity  
(a)

2019 Average Daily 
Population Percent 

Capacity
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TABLE 4 
AVERAGE DAILY CORRECTIONAL POPULATION 
STANDARD DEVIATION AND HIGH/LOW COUNTS 

2010 – 2019 
 
 

 
 
 

Note:  Average Daily Population (ADP) includes locally sentenced felons, State sentenced felons in 
local facilities, sentenced misdemeanants, pretrial felons, pretrial misdemeanants, probation violators 
(felons and misdemeanants), and other miscellaneous inmates. 
 
 

Source:  Davidson County Sheriff’s Office.  Totals are calculated from the 11:00 pm nightly jail counts.  
   

2010 3,482 3,206 3,674 89
2011 3,370 -3.2% 3,177 3,598 68
2012 3,362 -0.2% 3,104 3,629 92
2013 3,151 -6.3% 2,816 3,392 95
2014 2,867 -9.0% 2,538 3,089 109
2015 2,644 -7.8% 2,429 2,783 70
2016 2,544 -3.8% 2,406 2,715 55
2017 2,525 -0.7% 2,288 2,698 92
2018 2,267 -10.2% 2,124 2,412 58
2019 2,132 -6.0% 2,037 2,226 44

Average 2,834 -5.2% 2,613 3,022 77

Standard 
DeviationYear

Average 
Daily 

Population  
(a)

Percent 
Change

Lowest 
Population 

Count

Highest 
Population 

Count
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FIGURE 4 
AVERAGE DAILY CORRECTIONAL POPULATION, BY MONTH, FOR 2019 

 
 
 

FIGURE 5 
AVERAGE DAILY POPULATIONS WITH HIGH/LOW COUNTS, 2010-2019 

 
Note:  Average Daily Population (ADP) includes locally sentenced felons, State sentenced felons in local facilities, 
sentenced misdemeanants, pretrial felons, pretrial misdemeanants, probation violators (felons and misdemeanants), and 
other miscellaneous inmates. 
 
Source:  Davidson County Sheriff’s Office.  Totals are calculated from the 11:00pm nightly jail counts.
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TABLE 5 
DAVIDSON COUNTY CORRECTIONAL FACILITY ADMISSIONS, RELEASES, AVERAGE DAILY POPULATION,  

AND AVERAGE LENGTH OF STAY 
2010- 2019 

 

 

Year
Total 

Admissions 
(b)

Admissions 
Percent 
Change

Total 
Releases 

(b)

Releases 
Percent 
Change

Average 
Length Of Stay 

(Days)  (a)

Average 
Length of Stay 

Percent 
Change

Average 
Daily 

Population 
(b)

Average Daily 
Population 

Percent 
Change

2010 46,487 46,466 26.9 3,482
2011 46,986 1.1% 46,963 1.1% 26.4 -2.0% 3,370 -3.2%
2012 49,321 5.0% 49,313 5.0% 25.5 -3.4% 3,362 -0.2%
2013 46,223 -6.3% 46,436 -5.8% 26.4 3.6% 3,151 -6.3%
2014 43,880 -5.1% 44,145 -4.9% 24.4 -7.4% 2,867 -9.0%
2015 41,576 -5.3% 41,651 -5.6% 24.4 -0.4% 2,644 -7.8%
2016 39,385 -5.3% 39,376 -5.5% 24.2 -0.8% 2,544 -3.8%
2017 37,587 -4.6% 37,819 -4.0% 23.6 -2.2% 2,525 -0.7%
2018 34,517 -8.2% 34,997 -7.5% 24.9 5.3% 2,267 -10.2%
2019 25,521 -26.1% 27,093 -22.6% 30.1 20.9% 2,132 -6.0%

Average 41,148 -6.1% 41,426 -5.5% 25.7 1.5% 2,834 -5.2%

Notes:
(a)  For this report, Average Length Of Stay is calculated using the admitted date and released date for each inmate, adjusting for the length of time that 
inmates may have temporarily exited the system for reasons such as out on furlough, out on loan to other counties or other entities, and out while in the 
hospital or other medical facilities. Length of stay is verified using the 11:00 pm jail count and housing data.

(b)  The Davidson County correctional population includes locally sentenced felons, state sentenced felons in local facilities, sentenced misdemeanants, pretrial 
felons, pretrial misdemeanants, probation violators (felons and misdemeanants), and other miscellaneous inmates. The statistics in this table are calculated 
using all inmate types.

Source :  Davidson County Sheriff’s Office Jail Management System.  An extract file was taken of inmates released from the correctional system from January 1 through 
December 31 each year. 
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TABLE 6 
PRETRIAL AND BOND RELEASE TRENDS IN THE DAVIDSON COUNTY 

CORRECTIONAL POPULATION 
2010 – 2019 

 

 



 

 13

TABLE 7 
DAVIDSON COUNTY CORRECTIONAL POPULATION 

RELEASES BY METHOD OF RELEASE AND LENGTH OF STAY 
INMATES RELEASED IN 2018 AND 2019 

Method of Release Number of 
Releases

Percent of 
Total Releases

Bond Out 8,574 31.6% 5.8
Transfer to Another Authority (d) 4,942 18.2% 67.8
Pretrial Release Program 3,894 14.4% 0.6
Sentence Completed 3,294 12.2% 71.8
Charges Dismissed 2,662 9.8% 4.6
Probation (c ) 1,636 6.0% 81.7
Other Releases (b) 1,549 5.7% 15.1
Retired/Not Prosecuted 434 1.6% 22.6
Weekender (e ) 86 0.3% 15.7
Paroled 20 0.1% 546.6
Not Guilty 2 0.0% 7.0
Total 27,093 100.0% 30.1

Method of Release Number of 
Releases

Percent of 
Total Releases

Bond Out 10,839 31.0% 4.1
Transfer to Another Authority (d) 5,932 17.0% 52.7
Pretrial Release Program 4,426 12.6% 0.7
Sentence Completed 4,195 12.0% 64.0
Charges Dismissed 4,154 11.9% 3.2
Probation (c ) 2,030 5.8% 83.8
Other Releases (b) 2,799 8.0% 10.4
Retired/Not Prosecuted 492 1.4% 23.6
Weekender (e ) 97 0.3% 9.9
Paroled 25 0.1% 548.4
Not Guilty 8 0.0% 355.8
Total 34,997 100.0% 24.9

Number of 
Releases

Percent of 
Total Releases

Percent 
Change

Bond Out -2,265 0.7% -20.9%
Transfer to Another Authority (d) -990 1.3% -16.7%
Pretrial Release Program -532 1.7% -12.0%
Sentence Completed -901 0.2% -21.5%
Charges Dismissed -1,492 -2.0% -35.9%
Probation (c ) -394 0.2% -19.4%
Other Releases (b) -1,250 -2.3% -44.7%
Retired/Not Prosecuted -58 0.2% -11.8%
Weekender (e ) -11 0.0% -11.3%
Paroled -5 0.0% -20.0%
Not Guilty -6 0.0% -75.0%

-7,904 0.0% -22.6%

Notes:

(c)  Probation includes Probation and Promise to Pay a Fine.  

(d)  Transfer to Another Authority refers to transfers to other government entities such as counties, states, TDOC, Federal, and INS.

          

CHANGE 2018-2019

Method of Release Average Length Of 
Stay (Days)  (a)

2018

Average Length Of Stay 
(Days)  (a)

2019

Average Length Of Stay 
(Days)  (a)

5.2

1.7
15.1
-0.1
7.7
1.4

-2.2

(a)  Average length of stay statistics are calculated on the entire Davidson County correctional population which includes locally sentenced felons, state 
sentenced felons in local facilities, sentenced misdemeanants, pretrial felons, pretrial misdemeanants, probation violators (felons and misdemeanants), 
and other miscellaneous inmates.

(b)  Other Releases include Escape, Court Order, Death, ROR, Sleeper, Warrant Refused, Paid Out, Audit, and missing information.  Audit refers to booking 
errors and issues not covered by other codes.  Audit can also refer to situations where inmates were released from Metro Detention Facility but not 
released from the Jail Management System at the proper time. 

(e)  In this table Weekenders are the number of inmates who were still actively serving weekend sentences during the data extract time period (January-
December 2019).  Inmates who completed weekend sentences during this time period are listed as Sentence Completed.    

Source: Davidson County Sheriff’s Office Jail Management System.  An extract file was taken of inmates released from the correctional system from January 1 
through December 31, 2019.  

4.7
-1.0
5.8

-1.9
-348.8

Total
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Figure 6 
DAVIDSON COUNTY CORRECTIONAL POPULATION 

HISTORICAL AND PROJECTED 
ALL INMATES 

2015-2024 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

*Historical data goes through February 2020. 
 
Note: 
Total capacity for all facilities was 3,459 as of December 31, 2019. 

Source: Historical data 2015 - February 2020 is from the DCSO Jail Management System. Projected 
data 2020-2024 is from Criminal Justice Planning. 
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Figure 7 
DAVIDSON COUNTY CORRECTIONAL POPULATION 

HISTORICAL AND PROJECTED BY GENDER 
MALES 

2015-2024 
 

 

 
 
 
 
*Historical data goes through February 2020. 
 
Note: 
Total capacity for all facilities was 3,459 as of December 31, 2019.  Male capacity was 2,695. 

Source: Historical data 2015 - February 2020 is from the DCSO Jail Management System. Projected 
data 2020-2024 is from Criminal Justice Planning. 
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Figure 8 
DAVIDSON COUNTY CORRECTIONAL POPULATION 

HISTORICAL AND PROJECTED BY GENDER 
FEMALES 
2015-2024 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

*Historical data goes through February 2020. 
 
Note: 
Total capacity for all facilities was 3,459 as of December 31, 2019.  Female capacity was 764. 

Source: Historical data 2015 – February 2020 is from the DCSO Jail Management System. Projected 
data 2020-2024 is from Criminal Justice Planning. 
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Table 8 
DAVIDSON COUNTY CORRECTIONAL POPULATION 

PROJECTIONS BY CHARGE CLASS 
2015-2024 
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Table 8 (continued) 
DAVIDSON COUNTY CORRECTIONAL POPULATION 

PROJECTIONS BY CHARGE CLASS 
2015-2024 
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Figure 9 
DAVIDSON COUNTY CORRECTIONAL POPULATION 

PROJECTIONS BY CHARGE CLASS 
2015-2024 

 
 
 

 
  



 

 20

Figure 9 (continued) 
DAVIDSON COUNTY CORRECTIONAL POPULATION 

PROJECTIONS BY CHARGE CLASS 
2015-2024 
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Figure 9 (continued) 
DAVIDSON COUNTY CORRECTIONAL POPULATION 

PROJECTIONS BY CHARGE CLASS 
2015-2024 
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Table 9 
DAVIDSON COUNTY CORRECTIONAL POPULATION 
PROJECTIONS BY GENDER AND CHARGE CLASS 

2015-2024 
 

MALES 
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Table 9 (continued) 
DAVIDSON COUNTY CORRECTIONAL POPULATION 
PROJECTIONS BY GENDER AND CHARGE CLASS 

2015-2024 
 

MALES 
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Table 9 (continued) 
DAVIDSON COUNTY CORRECTIONAL POPULATION 
PROJECTIONS BY GENDER AND CHARGE CLASS 

2015-2024 
 

FEMALES 
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Table 9 (continued) 
DAVIDSON COUNTY CORRECTIONAL POPULATION 
PROJECTIONS BY GENDER AND CHARGE CLASS 

2015-2024 
 

FEMALES 
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APPENDIX 1 
DAVIDSON COUNTY DEMOGRAPHIC POPULATION PROJECTIONS 

POPULATION AT RISK FOR ARREST:  AGES 18-45 AND AGES 15-17 
2010 - 2024 

 

Total Males Females Total Males Females

Age 18-45 Age 18-45 Age 18-45 Age 15-17 Age 15-17 Age 15-17
2010 627,973 280,927 138,718 142,209 20,143 10,263 9,880
2011 635,602 282,503 139,105 143,398 19,897 10,146 9,751
2012 649,326 288,556 141,837 146,719 19,762 10,058 9,704
2013 659,868 293,249 143,998 149,251 19,809 10,115 9,694
2014 670,314 297,833 145,870 151,963 20,240 10,332 9,908
2015 681,285 304,009 148,729 155,280 20,661 10,580 10,081
2016 688,901 307,847 150,508 157,339 20,852 10,723 10,129
2017 691,243 309,263 151,301 157,962 20,971 10,719 10,252
2018 697,479 310,971 152,044 158,927 21,042 10,687 10,355
2019 703,466 312,767 152,837 159,930 21,206 10,658 10,548
2020 709,426 314,482 153,396 161,086 21,791 10,929 10,862
2021 715,348 316,013 153,888 162,125 22,400 11,243 11,157
2022 721,240 317,813 154,568 163,245 23,193 11,687 11,506
2023 727,090 319,222 155,047 164,175 23,931 12,065 11,866
2024 732,892 320,793 155,693 165,100 24,207 12,158 12,049

Percent Change 
2010-2024 16.7% 14.2% 12.2% 16.1% 20.2% 18.5% 22.0%

Average Annual 
Percent Change 

2010-2024
1.1% 1.0% 0.8% 1.1% 1.3% 1.2% 1.4%

Notes:

Year
Total 

Population 
All Ages

Residential population is as of July 1 each year.   The historical population data for the years 2010 to 2017 are from the U.S. Department of 
Commerce, Bureau of the Census as reported by Woods & Poole.  Projected population data, 2018-2024, is from Woods & Poole Economics, Inc., 
Washington, DC.          

Source :  Woods & Poole Economics, Inc. Washington, D.C. Copyright 2019.  Woods & Poole Economics, Inc. makes no guarantee as to the accuracy of 
the historical data and projections.  The use of this data and the conclusions drawn from it are solely the responsibility of Criminal Justice Planning.
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APPENDIX 2 
PART I CRIMINAL OFFENSES  

REPORTED TO METROPOLITAN NASHVILLE POLICE DEPARTMENT 
2010 – 2019 

 

 

YEAR

PART I 
CRIMES 
TOTAL

ANNUAL 
PERCENT 
CHANGE

VIOLENT 
CRIMES

ANNUAL 
PERCENT 
CHANGE

PROPERTY 
CRIMES

ANNUAL 
PERCENT 
CHANGE

2010 37,451 6,944 30,507
2011 36,598 -2.3% 7,228 4.1% 29,370 -3.7%
2012 34,062 -6.9% 7,712 6.7% 26,350 -10.3%
2013 31,998 -6.1% 7,015 -9.0% 24,983 -5.2%
2014 31,352 -2.0% 7,477 6.6% 23,875 -4.4%
2015 32,861 4.8% 7,511 0.5% 25,350 6.2%
2016 32,698 -0.5% 7,592 1.1% 25,106 -1.0%
2017 33,848 3.5% 7,813 2.9% 26,035 3.7%
2018 35,614 5.2% 7,816 0.0% 27,798 6.8%
2019 35,819 0.6% 7,583 -3.0% 28,236 1.6%

-0.4% 1.1% -0.7%

Note: Part I criminal offenses are homicide, rape, aggravated assault, robbery, burglary, larceny, and vehicle theft. 

Source:  Metropolitan Police Department of Nashville and Davidson County

Average Annual Percent 
Change 2010-2019


